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SUB J : ATTEMPTED BOMBING IN CAPE TOWN DEPARTMENT STORES 

SUMMARY: TWO CAPE TOWN DEPARTMENT STORES WERE SCENE OF PETROL 
BOMBING LATE AFTERNOON DECEMBER 31. THERE WERE NO RPT NO 
INJURIES AND DAMAGE REPORTED SLIGHT. POLICE REPORTEDLY BELIEVE 
AT LEAST ONE EFFORT WAS WORK OF AMATEURS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . A "PETROL" BOMB (A BOTTLE FILLED WITH GASOLINE) EXPLODED 

ON GROUND FLOOR OF WOOLWORTHS DEPARTMENT STORE IN DOWNTOWN 
CAPE TOWN AT 2:45 P.M. DEC. 31. WHILE CAUSING SOME PANIC 
AMONG LARGE CROWD OF SHOPPERS, THERE WERE NO RPT NO INJURIES 
REPORTED AND ONLY "SLIGHT" PROPERTY DAMAGE. SOMEWHAT LATER. 
SIMILAR BOMB EXPLODED AT OK BAZAARS DEPARTMENT STORE IN 
PLEIN STREET. EXPLOSION OCCURRED IN OPEN FLOOR SPACE AND 
RESULTED IN VIRTUALLY NO RPT NO DAMAGE. 

2. COMMENT: POLICE AUTHORITIES HAVE TOLD ONE OF OUR JOURNALIST 
SOURCES THAT BOMB AT OK BAZAARS WAS THROWN THROUGH OPEN DOOR 
AND THAT IT WAS "DEFINITELY" WORK OF AMATEURS. THEY ARE 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NOT CERTAIN HOW THE BOMB AT WOOLWORTHS WAS INTRODUCED. THIS 
IS FIRST KNOWN ATTEMPT AT BOMBING IN DOWNTOWN AREA IN CAPE 
TOWN FOLLOWING EARLIER BOMBING ATTEMPT AT CARLTON CENTRE 
IN JOHANNESBURG DEC. 7 (JOHANNESBURG 2211). WHILE IT MAY WELL 
HAVE BEEN WORK OF "AMATEURS" FACT THAT TWO SEPARATE ATTEMPTS 
WERE MADE MAKES IT MORE LIKELY THAT IT WAS POLITICALLY 
MOTIVATED RATHER THAN WORK OF DERANGED PUBLICITY-SEEKING 
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INDIVIDUAL. END COMMENT. 

3. BLACK AND COLORED TOWNSHIPS REMAINED QUIET OVER 
NEW YEARS EVE. IN GUGULETU. MUNICIPAL VEHICLE SENT EARLY 
MORNING JAN. 1 TO PICK UP SERVICE WORKERS WAS STONED AND THERE 
WAS REPORTED ATTEMPT TO BURN CHURCH IN COLORED TOWN- 
SHIP OF ELSIES RIVER. NO OTHER INCIDENTS REPORTED AS OF 
NOON JAN. 1. 

WHITE 
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